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From the President 
Hello Jazz Lovers 

We have very exciting news to share this month! We are pleased to announce the 36th Newcastle 
Jazz Festival is officially going ahead from 29 – 31 August 2025 at City Hall, King Street Newcastle.  

We have started talking to many of the bands and will be able to share the program with you soon. 
There are 60 x 1hr sets from Friday night to Sunday afternoon, with a few new acts that we have 
never had before including the Police, Army and Navy Bands. These musicians are always of the 

NHJC Members only weekend passes for the 2025 Festival are already on sale for the reduced rate 
of $150. These will only be available until the end of May, so please book and pay for your members 
weekend passes to obtain this great rate. After that the full rate of $180 will be charged.  

You will be able to purchase your members only weekend passes at our next concert on 25 May at 
with 

your details, Number of Tickets and Name of Member for the ticket. 

We will also be selling weekend, day and session passes for non-members, and we will let you know 
when these will go on sale.  

We have unveiled our brand new poster design for the 2025 Jazz Festival and I love it. It’s nice to get a bit of a refresh and we hope this 
new design will attract some new visitors to our Festival.  

I am looking forward to my first official gig with Andy Firth as part of his new group Supernova on 25 May at Wallsend Diggers. Over the 
New Year, Andy and Jason (Nelson – my brother) were discussing how much they missed working together. After a few excitable phone 
calls Supernova was born. This is the latest iteration of Andy Firth’s, presenting some of Andy’s original tunes and his special arrangements 
of lots of your favourites. Supernova brings together some of Newcastle’s finest musicians… and also me! We have been working hard at 
rehearsals and can’t wait to perform for you all.  

We had a terrific turn out for our April concert with the Freddie Stafford Trio, featuring Leah Berry. I was blown away by the standard and 
professionalism of this very youthful group. It had rained all night and all day but still many of you braved the conditions to catch this special 
concert. The audience was captivated by Leah’s unique and melodic delivery and the slick composure of this group. For most of the after-
noon you could hear a pin drop as we were all enthralled by the music. From time to time, you could hear the rain thundering overhead inter-
mittently. I hope everyone made it home safely. If you missed Freddie this time, you will get another chance at the 2025 Jazz Festival.  

Congratulations to our raffle winners listed in the concert report page 5. If you have any donations for raffle prizes, could you please contact 
me and I will arrange collection, or they can be brought to our next concert. We are still looking to fill the position of Di rector of Raffles. 
Please contact me if you are interested, I would love to talk to you.  

I would like to welcome our new members, Melanie Shortland, Amy Fu, Alice Zeng, Trenette Harris. I look forward to getting to know you all. 

I look forward to seeing you all at Wallsend Diggers.  

In the meantime, take care and I’ll see you at the jazz. 

Sheriden 

Important NHJC Calendar Dates 

Sunday 15th June Special Concert with School Bands 

 Newcastle Grammar School Brass Ra Zoo

 Newcastle School of Performing Arts

Sunday 27th July 

 A Day of Jazz at Wangi

 The Doug Saxon Memorial Concert



The exact inventor of the trombone is unknown, but its earliest form, the sackbut, is believed to have 
been invented in Belgium around 1450. The sackbut was designed to emulate the sound of a trumpet 
while playing lower notes. 
 
The trombone is a musical instrument from the brass instrument family, and first premiere in jazz was 
with Dixieland jazz as a supporting role within the Dixie Group. This role later grew into the spotlight 
as players such as J.J. Johnson and Jack Teagarden began to experiment more with the instrument, 
finding that it can fill in roles along with the saxophone and trumpet in bebop. The trombone has 
since grown to be featured in standard big band group setups with 3 to 5 trombones depending on 
the arrangement. A person who plays the trombone is called a trombone player or a trombonist. 
 
TRADITIONAL JAZZ TROMBONE 
 

Trombone first saw use in the jazz world with its entrance into traditional jazz where it played along with the chord 
changes, often connecting the seven to third or third to root resolutions of cadences, allowing the other musicians of 
the group to improvise along with it. In a standard dixie group, the players marched through the streets or were 

 
had 
This style of playing included many trombone specific techniques such as growling, scoops, falls, and slides. These 

Edward "Kid" Ory. Even though the trombone was finally featured in jazz at this point, it was not until the swing era 
of jazz that the trombone actually stepped into the spotlight. 
 
SWING ERA TROMBONE 
 

The swing era of jazz reached its peak in the 1930s, where the trombone was 
then popular. In a standard swing band there were 5 saxophones, 4 trumpets, 3 or 
4 trombones and a rhythm section. This is when trombone started to stand out as 
a solo instrument, with players such as Jack Teagarden. 
 

Characteristic of the Teagarden style of trombone playing is a clean articulation, 
excellent high register and limited slide movement. This often results in pentatonic 
scal

began to form their own swing bands, and allowed themselves to show off their 
instrument that had before been hidden behind the rest of the horns. 

 

When this happened, the standard style of playing switched away from the "tailgate trombone" style, and moved towards a lyrical and 
smooth form of playing. This revolutionized jazz trombone in a way that no player had thought possible before. This helped move trombone 
into the spotlight, as it became an instrument of lyrical, smooth, soft playing that people enjoyed listening to. 
 
BEBOP JAZZ TROMBONE 
 

Jazz Instruments 

Trombone 

Edward “Kid” Ory 

Bill Watrous J J Johnson Jason Nelson Arthur Pryor Wycliffe Gordon Slide Hampton 



 

April Monthly Concert 

Freddie Stafford Trio with Leah Berry 

The Freddie Stafford Trio, featuring Leah Berry, presented a 
set of standards and originals heavily influenced by great artists 
and bands old and new. 
 
A nu jazz, R&B & neo-soul trio, the band's ethos revolves 
around exploration & innovation. 
 
Newcastle is proud of Novocastrian Freddie achieving success 
in the world of jazz. 



 

April Monthly Concert 

Freddie Stafford Trio with Leah Berry 

Lucky Door Winners 
M   Deb Barhtolemeu 
V    Melanie Shortland 
 
 

Raffle Winners 

Melanie Shortland   Al Wardell 

Robyn Ricketts   Carol Farebrother 

Christian Jones   Mureen Brown 

Paul Fowler   Ian Burl 

Christine Jones   Fay Fowler 

The Freddie Stafford Trio, featuring Leah Berry 

 

Freddie Stafford - Piano 

Leah Berry - Vocals 

Tim Geldens - Drums 

Jacob Graham - Bass 



 Jazz on a Relaxing Afternoon 

Our Future Jazz Concert Calendar 

CONCERT DATE CONCERT BAND CONCERT VENUE CONCERT TIME 

May 25th Andy Firth SuperNova  Wallsend Diggers 14:00 - 16:30 

June 15th 
Newcastle Grammar School Brass Ra Zoo 
Newcastle School of Performing Arts 

Wallsend Diggers 
5 Tyrrell St, Wallsend  

14:00 - 16:30 

June 29th Rolly's Ragtime Ramblers Wallsend Diggers 14:00 - 16:30 

July 27th 

A Day of Jazz at Wangi 
Doug Saxon Memorial Concert   10:00-16:00 
Bathtub Gin Orchestra 
Tailgate Jam 

Wangi Workers 
Market St, Wangi Wangi 

11:00 - 16:30 

August 29-31st 36th Jazz Festival — 50 Bands Newcastle City Hall Fri 18:00 to Sun 16:30 

September 28th Half Nelson Wallsend Diggers 14:00 - 16:30 

October 26th Terrence Koo Quartet Wangi Workers 14:00 - 16:30 

P l ea s e b ook  y our  c on c e r t  t ic k e ts  on li n e a t  w ww .n e wc a s tl ej a z z .c om .a u  

annual event and as such attracts patrons from all states in Australia as well as New Zealand. 
 

. 
 

The program is varied and includes Trad / Swing / Mainstream / Blues / Contemporary / Big Bands / 
Funk - a wide range of styles to cater for every taste. Four rooms and three dance areas will give 
patrons a diverse choice of music - all under the one roof! 
 

 

Festival weekend, day and session passes will be available for sale soon.  
Members discount Jazz Festival tickets available now. 

Newcastle & The Hunter – History & Heritage 
 
Abundant resources and availability of a superb port, has dictated the history and fortunes of Newcastle and the 
Hunter Valley Region. 
 
Over 200 years Newcastle progressed from tiny prison camp to industrial capital of Australia. But that progress 
has been fraught with periods of boom and bust, outside world influences and recent cataclysmic events.  
 
From the earthquake of 1989 to the 1999 closure of BHP steelworks, and the closure of Liddell Power Station in 
2023, Newcastle and the Region have taken the challenge to re-develop itself once again. 
 
The Region’s motivating ethos has always been its enterprising spirit, no doubt this will continue to contribute to 
its future history. 
 



What’s Happening 

For Those Out & About 

$10    14:00 - 17:00 
Collegians Illawarra Leagues Club 

MAY 

31st   Leisa & The Keen Katz 
24th
 

JUNE 
7th    The Despicable Hombres 
14th The Jive Bombers 

Sunday, 15th June·13:00 – 16:00 
Canberra Southern Cross Club Jamison  

Cnr Catchpole & Bowman St,  
Macquarie ACT 

 

Zackerbilks 

30th May  –  Warm for July 
 

13th June –  Kyle Watson and Friends 
 

19:30 – 22:30 
Drayton Bowls Club 

46 Gipps Street, Drayton, QLD 
www.toowoombajazz.com 

1st JUNE 2025 
Bathtub Gin Orchestra 

14:00 -17:00 TERRACE ROOFTOP BAR 
CENTRAL COAST LEAGUES CLUB 

 

Tribute to Whitney Houston 
 

19:30 Wed 04th June 
HOTA  

Home Of The Arts 
135 Bundall Road 
Surfers Paradise 

 

www.gcjazzandblues.org 

 

8 0 t h  & 8 1 s t  

Jazz Convention 

Dubbo 

2026 & 2027 

13:00 - 15:30 

4th Thursday  

Each month 

Thursday 22nd May 
 

John Reeves Quintet 
The Rag Bags 

 

Majestic Theatre 
3 Factory St, Pomona QLD 
www.noosajazzclub.com 

Last Friday 

Each Month 

CODONG BOWLING CLUB 
1 McLeod Street Condong NSW 
www.tweedvalleyjazzclub.org 

 

 

 

20:00 - 22:00 
Grand Hotel  

32 Church Street, Newcastle 

Details at   www.nima.org.au 

Dorian Mode 
Tue, 13 May 

 
Kalakuta Republic 

Tue, 20 May 
 

Adam Miller Trio 
Tue, 27 May 

Bowral Bowling Club 
40 Shepherd St, Bowral 

 

www.shjazzinc.com 

The Crawfish Po'Boys 

Sun, May 18 @ 14:00 - 17:00 

June 
11th:    Unity Hall Jazz band 
 

July 
9th:      Sydney Youth Jazz Orchestra 

12:30 - 15:30 
Members $15    Visitors $20 

Freeway Hotel 
115 Reserve Rd, Artarmon NSW 

www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au 

Friday, 30th May 
"Project Swing Big Band" 

Members - $7 Visitors - $12 Student - $2 
Meals 18:00, Music at 19:30 

DERWENT SAILING SQUADRON 
23 Marieville Esplanade Sandy Bay 

www.hobartjazzclub.com 

May 23, 24, 25  
Taz JazzFest 
 
June 10  
Sir Fred Bradshaw Trio 

The Highway Function Room 
Cnr Marion Road & Anzac Highway, 

Plympton SA 5038 
www.southernjazzclub.org.au 

Members - $15 
Visitors - $25 
19:30 - 22:15 

May 27th  – Ally Cunningham 
June 3rd   – Phoenix Jazz & Swing 
June 10th – Julian Ferraretto 



 

Half Nelson Jazz Band 
 
 

Bob Henderson Band 

Freeway Hotel Artarmon 
3rd Saturdays of month 

$10 door 2pm - 5pm 

Central Coast Jazz League 
Concert 1st Sunday each month 

14:00 - 17:00  $10 entry 
www.jazzleague.net 

 

swingtimeradio.com 

Richard Putty 
Monday and Friday 

3pm - 6pm 
Wednesday 
12pm - 3pm 

 
Russell Thornton 

Wednesday 
8pm - 10pm 

Saturday 
8am - 12pm 

 
Listen online, radio or phone app 

Jazz Beat 

Geoff Tregenza 

Saturdays  

14:00 - 16:00 

Our Sponsors 

Tailored solutions creating 
lasting impressions for 
their clients 
 

Shane & Vanessa 
0421 790 503 

Maclean Vineyard has been 
providing bottled wine for 
our raffles for over 15 years 
 

Gary & Connie Maclean 
320 Wilderness Road,  
Rothbury NSW 

NEW & PRELOVED 

VINYL/ CDS /TAPES / 
FASHION 

18 Council Street  
Wallsend NSW 2287 

New Orleans Quartet  
Carrington Bowling Club 

1st Saturday of the Month 
14:00 - 17:00 

Booking Recommended 

Bridge City Jazz Band 
and Guests 

17:30  Fridays 
1-11 Charlotte Street 

Sheriden Nelson LLB 
Principal 

 
P 0403 469 344 E sheriden@nelsonlawyers.com.au 
PO Box 3119 Merewether NSW 2291 
Www.nelsonlawyers.com.au 

14:00 - 17:00    $10 

1st Saturday of Month 
Freeway Hotel Artarmon 

Great Bistro, Dance Floor 
Underground Parking ABC Classic FM 106.1 & online 

 

Sat & Sun 17:00 
Repeated 

Tue & Wed 14:00 & 21:00 
 

 
 

Introducing “The Dinner Set”  Hungry for swingin’ sounds 
Monica Trapaga shares her favourites from 

ABC Jazz Collection - on air every Friday 19:00 
 

Digital radio (DAB+) TV CH 201 phone ipad laptop 

Sydney Jazz Club 
Monthly Lunchtime Jazz 

The Freeway Hotel 
115 Reserve Road 

Artarmon 
Our lunch time jazz concerts, held on the 
02nd Wednesday of every month, they are 
designed to allow guests enjoyment of live 
traditional jazz whilst having refreshments 
and lunch and at the hotel venue.  
Special concerts are held as advertised. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

Admission $15 financial members SJC 
       $20 guests 
Refreshments and Lunch are at own costs. 
 

2ND WEDNESDAY 
OF THE MONTH 

THE FREEWAY HOTEL 
12:30 — 15.30 

 

Sydney Jazz Club Co-op Ltd 
P.O. Box 186 Broadway NSW 2007 

0297 193 876  
sydneyjazzclub@tpg.com.au 
www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au 

The home of Trad Jazz since 1953 

ALL THAT JAZZ 
Thursdays 21:00 - 23:00 

Hendo’s Free Range Jazz 

Glendale Markets 
2nd & 4th Saturdays  

10:30 - 1:30pm 

Richard & Maxine Devon providing storage 

facilities for our Club records and goods. 

Thursday Evening Jams 
The Underground 

Grand Hotel, Newcastle 
Entry $10 Jammers Free 


